
 

   

For Visual Artists & Film-Makers  1 
 

   

  

Disclaimer: This information has been 
compiled purely to aid in your work & in no 
way must be considered an advertisement or 
solicitation of legal work. 

DIY Law Tips 
For Visual Artists & Film-Makers  

 
   
   
   
 

Some basics: 
§ Always prepare release forms for the subjects of the film. 
§ A film’s script needs to be registered separately from the film itself. 
§ Most countries recognize automatic copyright registration although it 

is limited in scope. 
§ Ideas cannot be protected. 
§ Copyright law does not prevent you from using certain stock 

elements of a genre thanks to a doctrine known as Scenes a faire. 
§ If you’re incorporating someone else’s music or a reading from a 

book, you need to get permission to do so. 
§ When about to edit your film, always make sure you clear the footage 

of any images or objects that might cause copyright issues. 
§ Movie names can only be protected under a trademark. 
§ Making art or a film based on a previously existing work, like a novel, 

is only possible with the permission of the novel’s writer. 

Things to remember: 
§ When pitching an idea or discussing a spec, keep a confidentiality 

agreement or NDA handy. 
§ Filming guidelines have requirements that always need to be 

followed. 
§ Always pay heed to local media laws. 
§ Be mindful of the various unions and guilds operating in the 

entertainment industry. 
§ Moral Rights stay with you even if you sell or license your rights over 

your work. 
§ Whatever your role in the creative process, ask for things to be put 

down in writing. 

 

 

For more: 
http://artistiklicense.org 
A legal initiative for artists where you 
can use the ‘articles’ resource to 
browse through material specially 
written for artists and startups in 
India. 
 
Follow artistiklicense on: 
 

             
 
 

Resources to help: 

http://copyright.gov.in 
Official site for the Indian Copyright 
Office. 

https://creativecommons.org 
Resource on open access and 
creative commons licensing 

http://spicyip.com  
Resource on a range of legal issues 
concerning IP in India. 
 

 


